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On 16 November, the European Economic Area Joint Parliamentary Committee (EEA 
JPC) held its 54th meeting. Discussions focused on the role of the internal market amid 

the COVID-19 pandemic and the implications of Brexit for the EEA. 
The meeting was chaired by EP’s Delegation for Northern cooperation and for relations with 
Switzerland and Norway and to the EU-Iceland JPC and the EEA JPC (DEEA) Chair, Andreas Schwab.  

The EEA-EFTA parliamentary delegation was led by Vice-Chair of the EEA JPC, Mr Svein Roald 

Hansen. 

Resolution on the 2019 report on the functioning of the EEA Agreement  

As co-rapporteurs, Mr Schwab and Mr Hansen presented the draft resolution on the 2019 Annual 

Report on the Functioning of the EEA Agreement. 

The resolution highlights the number of EU acts incorporated into the EEA agreement during 

2019, while underlining the urgent need to ensure the swift incorporation of some long 
outstanding acts. It regrets, however, the increase of the average transposition deficit of the EEA 

EFTA States from 0.7% to 0.9%, according to the latest Internal Market Scoreboard published in 

September 2020. 

The text notes of the enormous negative effects of the (on-going) COVID-19 crisis on the internal 

market and calls on the EU and the EEA EFTA States to closely cooperate in order to mitigate its 
negative effects. It also underlines the EEA EFTA States’ positive contribution to the reduction of 

social and economic disparities in the EEA through the EEA Financial Mechanism.  

The resolution was adopted by a large majority. 

Developments in the EEA Agreement 

Chair of the EFTA Working Party of the Council of the EU, Ms Kathleen Stranz, outlined the main 

challenges the EEA is facing, among others, the pandemic and the subsequent economic crisis,  

Brexit and the increasing backlog. 

She highlighted that some of these issues would be further discussed at the EEA Council on 18 

November, together with the EU Strategy on data. Ms Stranz added that the success of Europe’s 

digital transformation goes hand in hand with ensuring trustworthy technologies. 

 



A good cooperation 

EFTA Chair of the EEA Joint Committee, H.E. Sabine Monauni praised the good cooperation among 

EEA members during the pandemic, including on: 

 the repatriation of stranded citizens in non-EU countries; 

 admittance of EU COVID-19 patients to EEA-EFTA hospitals; 

 the urgent incorporation of a number of EU acts related to COVID into the EEA 

Agreement; 

 the alignment of EEA-EFTA countries with the EU guidelines on state aids.  

Prospects of the internal market 

European Commission’s DG GROW Deputy Director-General, Mr Hubert Gambs, referred to 

further boosting the internal market, as one of the  important areas that could help  the EU out 

of the post-COVID crisis. The EU Green Deal and the digital transition are crucial in that regard. 
Mr Gambs accentuated the importance of free trade agreements with non-EU countries in helping 

the EU economy to recover. 

In line with his intervention, MEP Christel Schaldemose stated that both the European Green Deal 
and the digital transition need to be pushed in order to make the internal market more resilient,  

while ensuring social and consumers’ rights.  

The Brexit chapter   

In regard to the main milestones ahead of an imminent Brexit deal, MEP Gwendoline Delbos -

Corfield pointed out that there are still unresolved issues, such as ensuring a level playing field,  
the governance of the agreement and the dispute settlement mechanism and the cooperation on 

fisheries. Concerning the bilateral sectoral agreements concluded by the EEA-EFTA countries with 
the EU, Ms Delbos-Corfield reflected that some elements of the UK-Norway framework 

agreement on fisheries could be interesting for the EU. Nevertheless, she reflected that sectoral 

agreements, as this one, are an example of cherry picking that the EU is trying to avoid. 

EEA MPs presented the state of play in their countries’ relation with the UK and the ongoing 

negotiations, in particular related to trade and citizens’ rights.  

Swiss Federal Assembly representative, Mr Hans-Peter Portmann, informed the participants that 
UK and Switzerland negotiated and concluded five framework agreements to ensure continuity 

of their relations after the end of the withdrawal period. The Swiss Federal Assembly participates 

as an observer in the EEA JPC meetings. 


